December 11, 2007

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R.
1585, NATIONAL DEFENSE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2008

Mr. CARDOZA (during the Special
Order of Mr. Ro0SS), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-488) on the
resolution (H. Res. 860) providing for
consideration of the conference report
to accompany the bill (H.R. 1585) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4351, AMT RELIEF ACT OF
2007

Mr. CARDOZA (during the Special
Order of Mr. Ro0SS), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-489) on the
resolution (H. Res. 861) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4351) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide individuals temporary
relief from the alternative minimum
tax, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4299, TERRORISM RISK IN-
SURANCE PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2007

Mr. CARDOzZA (during the Special
Order of Mr. RoSSs), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-490) on the
resolution (H. Res. 862) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4299) to
extend the Terrorism Insurance Pro-
gram of the Department of the Treas-
ury, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I thank Congressman GAR-
RETT for this privilege of this time.

Madam Speaker, I believe the corner-
stone of all human freedom is that of
religious freedom. Indeed, a small sepa-
ratist church congregation in England
possessed a desire so strong to practice
their faith freely that it compelled
them to cross the ocean in a little
wooden ship called the Mayflower.

While theirs was a quest to be able to
practice the faith of Christianity, a
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central tenet of their Christian faith
was the belief that all human beings
were given the right by God to embrace
whatever religious conviction they
truly held in their hearts, and that
human beings should protect that right
for each other.

Madam Speaker, today we considered
and passed H. Res. 847, ‘‘recognizing the
importance of Christmas and the Chris-
tian faith.” Of course, Madam Speaker,
there will be those who will criticize
any effort to recognize a particular
faith or holiday. However, Madam
Speaker, aside from the debatable as-
pects of this resolution, or any other,
those who are even slightly acquainted
with history know that the Bible, the
founding document of the Christian
faith, was the essential rationale and
substance that inspired our Declara-
tion of Independence and was, further,
the bedrock foundational document of
the Western world.

The objective of this resolution is to
honor those Judeo-Christian principles
that have shaped American history and
policy since the founding of our Nation
and that have informed and influenced
our ideas of justice and equality 7
years into the 21st century. Indeed,
Madam Speaker, it was the Christian
principles hailed in this resolution that
led our country to be the very first
beacon of religious freedom in the his-
tory of the world and, further, to fi-
nally reject the practice of human
slavery that had plagued civilization
across the world for nearly 7,000 years.

Madam Speaker, I believe that it
would be wrong for this body to ever
pass any law that would compel or for-
bid any person in this Nation or any
other nation to accept or reject any ar-
ticle of faith, so long as they did not
deprive their fellow Americans or
human beings of those same constitu-
tional rights. However, in recognizing
the influence of Christianity upon
Western civilization, we are also com-
mending the unshakable commitment
of Christian principles, the very ones
that compelled our Founding Fathers
to resolutely declare that all men are
created equal by God himself, and that
because they are created equal, they
are also created free, Madam Speaker,
and that includes being free to embrace
the religion of their own conviction.

Religious freedom is a central com-
ponent of the Christian faith this reso-
lution references. Indeed, the message
of the one born on Christmas Day was
from a savior who came to offer every
member of the human family ultimate
and eternal freedom, even at the cost
of his own life.

Madam Speaker, as we enjoy our reli-
gious freedom in this season of peace,
may we not forget that at this very
moment American men and women in
uniform are fighting a battle across the
world so that all Americans might con-
tinue to freely exercise their faith, and
that that right might ultimately some
day be extended to all of mankind.
President Roosevelt probably said it
best, Madam Speaker. He said in his
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Christmas Eve Nation message to the
Nation, December 24, 1941, ‘‘Our strong-
est weapon in this war is that convic-
tion of the dignity and brotherhood of
man, which Christmas Day signifies
more than any other day or any other
symbol. Against enemies who preach
the principles of hate and practice
them, we set our faith in human love
and in God’s care for us and all men ev-
erywhere.”’

So, Madam Speaker, with those feel-
ings in mind and with love in my heart
for people of every faith, let me here on
this floor exercise my own religious
freedom and wish you and everyone
else under the sound of my voice a
happy, holy, and merry Christmas.

———
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. As 1
come to the floor tonight, the first
week of December, standing here in the
Nation’s Capitol of the greatest Nation
on Earth, today, and has ever been, I
think about our constituents back
home in the great State of New Jersey
and across the country as well as they
look to our Nation’s Capitol and expect
us to do the responsible things on their
behalf and on the behalf of freedom and
liberty around the world as well. And a
portion of that vresponsibility, of
course, is handling their hard-earned
tax dollars as they send them to us
here in Washington to administer this
government and spending, some of
which was just addressed by the other
side of the aisle.

For the next hour, I would like to en-
gage in a discussion of these issues and
shed some light on them, perhaps
pointing out some of the fallacies in
some of the arguments that we just
heard from the other side of the aisle
on these points.

As we begin there, I think there is no
place better to begin as to try to ad-
dress some of those points that have
been raised. So at this time I would be
honored to have a fellow colleague join
us at the floor right now. I yield the
floor to Ms. FOXX.

Ms. FOXX. Thank you so much, Con-
gressman GARRETT. I appreciate your
putting together this Special Order to-
night and focusing on spending and on
where we are here, as you said, in the
second week of December in the great-
est country in the world.

I was listening for a few minutes to
our colleagues who preceded us, who
called themselves the Blue Dog Demo-
crats, and I was really fascinated to
hear them talk about how fiscally re-
sponsible they have been, and I know
that you’re going to talk a little bit
later about the total tax increases that
they have proposed, the total spending
that they have proposed. And I am fas-
cinated that our colleagues can stand
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